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INTRODUCTION 

 
This manual has been compiled to help you plan your trip to Camp Wilbur Herrlich.  You will find information 
on our facility, programs and curriculum planning.  Please read this information carefully.  Thorough planning 
makes for a successful, educational and enjoyable outdoor experience for your students. 
 
Each visit to Camp Herrlich is custom tailored to your particular student and curriculum needs.  The Camp 
Herrlich Environmental Education experience can be a highlight of the school year and make an impression that 
lasts a lifetime.  Careful planning is all it takes.  We look forward to working with you and are pleased that you 
have chosen Camp Herrlich as the catalyst to a rewarding environmental education experience. 
 
If you have not already seen our facility, please call to set up a date and time to visit.  A camp representative is 
available to speak to you by phone or to come to your school for planning meetings with your teachers and 
administrators.  A camp representative is also available to come to your school to answer any questions and 
show a video presentation on the environmental education program and facilities to all interested parties. 
 

THE CAMP HERRLICH DIFFERENCE 
 

For more than twenty years, Camp Herrlich, a New York State B.O.C.E.S. (Board of Cooperative Education 
Services) certified environmental education center, has provided outstanding environmental education 
experiences to a variety of public and parochial school students from throughout the tri-state area.  From our 
highly regarded educators to our clean, safe, comfortable facilities to our excellent culinary service, Camp 
Herrlich has received the highest praise from teachers, administrators, parents and students who have attended 
our programs. 
 
There is a caring “family” atmosphere at Camp Herrlich that sets us apart from other similar environmental 
education programs.  Our concern and care for our shared world and all those in it are obvious when you set 
foot on our property.  Our commitment to environmental education and our desire to pass along that knowledge 
and interest to your students is evident in everything we do. 
 
Your students will live and learn with each other and with us.  They will rely on each others and themselves to 
conquer challenges.  They will share new experiences, gain new insight into our world and forge relationships 
with each other that might not have existed before. 
 
We are honored to be a part of this special experience and we look forward to sharing it with your students. 
 

PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY 
 

Camp Herrlich offers unique, hands on, interdisciplinary outdoor experiences that are specially tailored to your 
students’ needs.  Your students will develop an environmental appreciation and ecological understanding of our 
world.  They will also develop a new self esteem and creativity through our rewarding programs. 
 
While your students are here, we will all live in cabins or in our main lodge.  We will eat meals together.  We 
will host our classes in the great outdoors (rain or shine) and experience our world and ourselves through multi-
sensory methods.  We will meet challenges and come to realize that we can achieve whatever we put our minds 
to achieving.  We will learn about: 
 
 The intricate relationship between us and the natural world 
 Ecological principles  Motivation  Observation 
 Conservation methods  Appreciation  Positive Attitudes 
 Interdependence   Responsibility  The beauty of our environment 
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That is a lot to learn, but by mixing and matching a selection of classes in the sciences and arts, we come away 
with a lesson in Earth stewardship and our responsibility to our world.  Learning just the facts is not enough.  
By approaching the subject matter of our environment from innovative viewpoints, the result is a well-rounded 
picture of our role as responsible, caring citizens of our planet. 
 

FACILITY DESCRIPTION 
 

Camp Wilbur Herrlich is a multi purpose, year round facility operated by MTOM and owned by Putnam 
County.  Adults and children from New York and New England attend a wide range of day and overnight 
programs, including retreats, conferences, summer and winter camps and environmental education programs. 
 
The Environmental Education Program at Camp Herrlich functions only during the school year in the fall, 
winter and spring.  We offer day trips and overnight stays from two to five days. Our programs offer many 
classes from which to choose and each program is individually tailored to your school’s students and curriculum 
needs. 
 
Camp Herrlich is located in the heart of Putnam County’s protected Wet Lands, about one hour north of New 
York City and is easily accessible by interstate highways.  The 156 acres of Camp Herrlich include a nine acre 
lake, four acre pond, streams, rocks, swamps, ridges, open fields and forest.  The terrain of Camp Herrlich is 
ideally suited to environmental education. 
 
Schweiger Hall, a large rustic building, functions as the main program facility.  It houses a commercial kitchen, 
dining hall, large stone fireplace, lounge with big screen television and two large bathrooms.  In the winter, it 
houses 70 people in two large dormitory style rooms.  Throughout the year, it is here that most indoor programs 
are located.  Meals are prepared by our own outstanding chefs and are served family style in the dining hall. 
 
Our sixteen cabins can accommodate up to 160 people.  Located along the lakeshore and a hill crest, the cabins 
are divided into two villages:  one for the boys and the other for the girls.  Each cabin village has its own 
washhouse with flush toilets and hot/cold showers.  The cabins are available for use in May, June and 
September. 
 
At Camp Herrlich there are basketball and volleyball courts, miles of hiking trails, swimming in our nine acre 
lake under lifeguard supervision, fishing holes, rowboats and canoes, a low ropes challenge course, a 35 foot 
high climbing wall, a 375 foot zip line and a large field for group activities. 
 
We have an on site environmental education director for your stay here, a doctor and dentist on call and the 
hospital is only ten miles away in the event of an emergency. 
 

THE CAMP HERRLICH STAFF 
 
The Camp Herrlich staff of fine educators is selected for your program needs.  We can draw upon a large and 
talented pool of professionals.  Each of our staff members is experienced and dedicated to our program goals.  
Each staff member possesses the education, skills, warmth and motivation necessary to make your 
environmental education experience at Camp Herrlich a memorable one.  The strength of our program lies in 
these highly regarded staff members who return year after year to give of themselves to your students. 
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GENERAL PROGRAM INFORMATION 
 

 
Camp Herrlich can serve school populations from second grade through high school.  Our rates include room, 
board, program staff and liability insurance.  Transportation and guest speakers for the evening programs are the 
school’s responsibility. 
 
Programs may be day trips or overnight resident trips from two to five days in length.  Costs are set accordingly.  
Likewise, the guaranteed number of people you will bring and the length of your stay will determine the 
number of classes our staff can provide.  Usually, during a three-day stay, for example, students rotate through a 
maximum number of six classes. 
 
Many students attend Camp Herrlich for its three-day program.  In three or more day programs, we start your 
students with icebreaker activities that challenge the students’ creativity and get them working and thinking as a 
group.  These activities are called Adventure/Socialization/ Challenge, or ASC games.  The games take place on 
our Low Ropes Adventure Course where students will conquer challenges such as the wall, trust fall, the spider 
web and more!  These ASC activities last about one and a half hours. 
 
After the initial ASC games, the students rotate through the various educational activities that your teachers and 
our director have selected from our comprehensive programs.  To provide a well-rounded experience that meets 
our educational objectives, we suggest a combination of classes---sciences and arts, hands-on and exploratory, 
quiet and active.  At the end of the day there is time to relax, reflect and take advantage of our recreational 
equipment.  We have a playground, a giant field and basketball and volleyball courts.  If you are looking for 
something quieter there’s hiking on our trails or fishing in our ponds.  Swimming and boating are options if you 
have a lifeguard. 
 
We hire instructors who have worked in or studied their subject matter extensively.  Our instructors have a 
passion for their field and have a genuine desire to pass along information.  Because we want to offer you the 
highest quality, not all classes will be available at all times and certain class combinations may not be possible. 
 
We conclude our program with a summation activity that ties together your learning experiences at Camp 
Herrlich.           
 
For evening programs, we have a list of speakers and presenters whom we recommend.  Evening speakers are 
the responsibility of the school.  If you do not want to bring in an outside speaker, we can assist your teachers in 
planning a campfire, night hike, sing along, skits or other suitable evening activity. 
 
 
Generally, our staff takes your students from 9:00AM to 
4:00PM. Free time and cabin/lodge supervision  is the      
school’s responsibility. Evening activity supervision is  
also the responsibility of the school.  The program director 
or a staff member is on hand to assist you  during the 
evenings with outside speakers, activities and snack 
before students go to bed. 
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SAMPLE THREE DAY SCHEDULE 
 

Day One 
 
11:00  Arrival of students 
11:30  Orientation/Introduction 
12:00  Lunch 
1:00  ASC Games 
2:30  Class #1 
4:00 Free Time (unpack, settle in, hiking, field games, court games, fishing, boating or swimming 

with lifeguard supervision) 
6:00 Dinner 
7:00 Evening Activity (speaker, presenter, journal writing) 
8:30 Campfire, Night Hike 
9:30 Snack 
10:00 Lights Out 
 
Day Two 
 
Early morning fishing or quiet walks with school personnel supervision 
7:30 Rise and Shine! 
8:00 Breakfast 
9:00 Class #2 
10:30 Class #3 
12:00 Lunch 
1:00 Class #4 
2:30 Class #5 
4:00 Free Time (unpack, settle in, hiking, field games, court games, fishing, boating or swimming 

with lifeguard supervision) 
6:00 Dinner 
7:00 Evening Activity (speaker, presenter, journal writing) 
8:30 Campfire, Night Hike 
9:30 Snack 
10:00 Lights Out 
 
Day Three 
Early morning fishing or quiet walks with school personnel supervision 
7:30 Rise and Shine! 
8:00  Breakfast 
8:30 Pack Up 
9:00 Class #6 
10:30 Summation Activity 
12:00 Lunch 
12:30 Final Pack Up and Cleanup 
1:00 Departure 
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SAMPLE MENU OPTIONS FOR A THREE DAY TRIP 
(A menu planning sheet is available upon request). 

Breakfast: 
 
1st Morning: Cereal, fruit, pancakes with hot syrup, sausage, milk, orange juice 
2nd Morning: Cereal, fruit, French toast with hot syrup, bacon, milk, orange juice 
Alternative: Cereal, fruit, scrambled eggs, bacon, milk, orange juice 
Alternative: Cereal, fruit, bagels, mini muffins, milk, orange juice 
 
Lunch: 
 
1st Lunch: Pizza with fresh toppings, potato chips, salad bar, milk, juice 
2nd Lunch: Assorted cold cut sandwiches, fresh soup, potato chips, salad bar, milk, juice 
3rd Lunch: Cook Out—hamburgers, hot dogs, fixin’s, salad bar, potato chips, watermelon, milk, juice 
Alternative: Grilled cheese sandwiches, soup, potato chips, salad bar, milk, juice 
Alternative: Tacos, Taco condiments, potato chips, salad bar, milk, juice 
Alternative: Chicken fingers, barbeque sauce, French fries, salad bar, milk, juice 
 
Dinner: 
 
1st Dinner: Baked chicken, potatoes, fresh vegetables, fresh bread, salad bar, milk, juice 
2nd Dinner: Baked Ziti (spaghetti, ravioli), garlic bread, salad bar, milk, juice 
Alternative: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, bread, fresh vegetables, salad bar, milk, juice 
Alternative: Chicken nuggets, French fries, fresh vegetables, salad bar, milk, juice 
Alternative: Chicken Parmesan, pasta, fresh vegetables, salad bar, milk, juice 
 
**All dinners will be followed by dessert. For example cake, brownies, pudding, fruit salad, etc… 
**All dinners will have a vegetarian option 
 

Fresh fruit will be served as an afternoon snack 
 

An unlimited salad bar is available for all lunches and dinners.  The salad bar may include lettuce, tomatoes,  
cucumber, olives, peppers, onions, chick peas, carrots, celery, 3-4 types of dressing, fresh fruit, tuna, etc…. 
 
Peanut butter and jelly are always available at each meal. 
Coffee, tea and hot cocoa are always available for adults. 
 
**We shall make every attempt to accommodate special meal or specific dietary requests. 
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COLONIAL LIFE 
 
 
Butter-churning:  The group discusses agriculture, both in colonial times and present day.  Starting with heavy 
cream, we agitate until we have butter.  We do nutritional comparisons of dairy versus non-dairy products.  We 
discuss the importance of reading labels. 
 
Candle Making:  Students will make their own wicks and dip candles in the colonial way.  They will study the 
different types of candles, uses of light and different types of waxes, including natural waxes.  This is a very 
interesting and fun class. 
 
Colonial Cooking:  We discuss implements and methods of early cooking.  Over the open fire students help 
prepare and cook food.  We learn that we would indeed survive without the electric range. 
 
Farm Life:  Explore Camp Herrlich’s barnyard to learn about past and present farm life. 
 
Lantern Making:  We discuss the history of lanterns and life without electricity.  Students make their own tin 
can lanterns, with designs of their choosing.  We ask students to bring their own tin can. 
          
Plant Dyes for Cloth:  Learn what local plants can be used for dyeing.  Learn how dyes are prepared and try a 
few out. 
 
Quill Pen Writing:  Students learn how to make a quill pen and try writing with bottled ink and a feather.  
Couples well with Journal Writing class. 
 
Toy Making:  Students learn to be entertained as prior generations were.  They make their own toys, such as 
Jacob’s Ladders.  Students get a sense of creative accomplishment. 
 
Weaving:  Discussion and viewing of different plant materials for weaving, followed by each student being 
given wool to card, spin and weave. 
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ARTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
 
Drama:  A variety of things can happen in this category.  We can play drama games that teach us how to 
express various emotions and thoughts.  We can brainstorm and write a skit with an ecological theme, with each 
group’s skit to be performed during your school’s summation activity, or possibly as an evening activity. 
 
Folk Music:  In this class we have fun learning to express ourselves musically and maybe write a song or two. 
 
Journal Writing:  This can combine writing and drawing in a nature journal.  Students are taught to free their 
hands and thoughts, expressing feelings and recording observations. 
 
Landscape Drawing:  Using our keen artist’s eye our skills are sharpened by learning to be alert to shadow, 
light, edge, form and texture.  With the wilderness as studio, we embrace the beauty of the process of drawing, 
not the end product. 
 
Life Drawing:  Using soft and hard pencils and a selection of charcoal, we draw what we see in the outdoors.  
We might draw plants, water, rocks, clouds or animals.  The art of drawing is really the art of seeing and 
learning how to see; how to observe.  Emphasis is placed on this process of seeing and translating it to the hand, 
not on the end product of the drawing. 
 
Nature Mobile:  Build a hanging mobile made of natural material.  Individual mobiles can be kept for students 
to take home or they can be combined to create one or two large mobile(s) that can be hung in a public place.  
Either way the mobiles are a lovely memento of their trip to Herrlich. 
 
Papermarbling/Suminagashi:  Using ancient printing techniques, students create beautiful paper with intricate 
patterns suggestive of Mountains, Trees and Clouds.  This special combination of history, science, art and 
nature will inspire all. 
 
Pin Hole Photography:  Using pinhole cameras, each student takes a photograph outside of their own 
composition, then enters the darkroom to develop their print.  Concepts of light, exposure, shadow and 
negative/positive are covered.  Using an enlarger, students can compose photographs using naturally found 
objects on photochemical paper, which they can develop. 
 

 
Poetry Writing:  We pick a beautiful place in the 
forest or by the stream.  We read a poem that uses 
images form the senses to make the poem come 
alive.  We learn about structure, rhythm, metaphor, 
setting, story line and point of view.  We discuss 
observation and expression.  Then we try our hand 
at writing our own poems. 
 
Storytelling:  The oral tradition is an enchanting art 
form.  We hear stories, and then we make up our 
own!  We weave the lake, animals, woods and sky 
into epics, and make stories from the stones. 
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RECREATION PROGRAM 

 
 
Canoeing and Boating:  Relax and spend some time on our nine acre lake.  We have canoes and rowboats 
available at a rate of $5.00 per boat per day.  Explore the “turtle tree” or look for hidden treasures.  Do some 
fishing or simply while away the hours.  Life jackets are available and must be worn at all times.  Canoeing and 
boating requires Red Cross certified lifeguard supervision.  Lifeguards can be obtained through Camp 
Herrlich for an extra fee.  Instruction in boating use, rules and safety will be covered prior to entering the 
water.  This activity can be done as a class or during free time. 
 
 
Swimming:  In warm weather, Camp Herrlich’s beach is open for swimming in the lake.  The swimming area is 
roped off and there is a float you can swim to.  A Red Cross certified lifeguard must be on duty.  Lifeguards 
can be obtained through Camp Herrlich for an extra fee. 
 
 
Hiking:  Camp Herrlich has miles of trails from gentle slopes to more adventurous inclines.  Discover streams, 
hidden caves, waterfalls, deep forests and maybe a hidden cabin as your explore the grounds of the camp. 
 
 
Low Ropes Challenge Course/ASC Games:  The aim of the Low Ropes Course/ASC games is to promote 
cooperation, communication, confidence, trust, self-esteem and problem solving skills.  The only way to 
succeed at these challenges is to use all your team members in a noncompetitive, cooperative way where each 
and every member is equally important.  By the end of the course, your students should be functioning as a 
cohesive group.  Each activity also advances individual self-esteem as students triumph over each challenge.  
The course can include:  Trust Fall, The Wall, Spider Web, Alligator Alley, Mohawk Walk, Shipwreck, Tension 
Traverse and more!  
 
 
High Ropes – Climbing Wall/Zip Line: Camp Herrlich is proud to bring back the High Wall and introduce the 
375 foot Zip Line as environmental education class options. Students learn the basic art of belaying and 
climbing as well as all the safety features which go along with our high ropes activities. All participants receive 
the opportunity to gain self confidence, enhance self esteem and learn decision making skills that can be an 
essential element of their life long character and personal development.  
 
 
 
 

     
 



    14 
EVENING PROGRAMS 

 
This is a list of outside speakers that we recommend for evening programs.  We will book them for you, but 
their fee is the responsibility of the school.  Fees generally range from $150 - $300.  Please call us for the 
current rates.  If you have something different in mind or know of someone you would like, please let us know 
and we will do our best to fill your request.  If you would like an evening program, please make sure to 
indicate your selection on the contract page at the end of this manual. 
 
_____  Campfire Songs and Stories      History
_____  Night Hike        _____  Revolutionary War Soldier 
_____  Astronomy        _____  Primitive Culture 
 
Live Animal Shows        Arts
_____  Birds of Prey        _____  Storytelling/Native American 
_____  Animals with Bill Robinson      _____  Folk Music 
_____  Animals Nobody Loves      _____  Square Dancing 
_____  Rain Forest        _____  Storytelling 
_____  Reptiles         
 
Campfire Songs and Stories 
Enjoy the traditional campfire with songs and stories and maybe roast a few marshmallows.  Our staff can lead 
the campfire or we can set one up for you to lead. 
 
Night Hikes 
Discover the sights and sounds of Camp Herrlich at night.  A time to use all our senses, the night hike is one of 
the most popular camp activities.  We will start off from our main building then venture into the depths of the 
forest.  We will talk about nocturnal animals and maybe even see one! 
 
Astronomy 
Using a telescope and our eyes, we will learn about the night sky.  Myths and legends of different constellations 
will be told so we understand the history of the stars and the roles they played in various cultures.  We will also 
learn why stars twinkle, how you can look back in time, how to find the North Star and more!! 
 
Animals Nobody Loves with Dean Davis 
Dean challenges our preconceptions of animals.  With an assortment of live animals that spans the entire animal 
kingdom, he teaches about habitat, adaptation and predator/prey relationships.  His offbeat and humorous style 
keeps everyone laughing and learning. 
 
Animals with Bill (or Brian) Robinson   
Using live hawks, owls, falcons and reptiles, the adaptations of various animals are discussed as well as their 
importance in the balance of nature.  If the environment is right, they may fly one of the birds! 
 
Birds of Prey with Bill (or Brian) Robinson 
Bill/Brian bring several live animals to the program with sometimes includes their giant Boa Constrictor, which 
children may feel.  The birds of prey may not be handled by the children, but if weather permits, Bill/Brian may 
let their audience witness a fantastic flight demonstration by the animals.  Students are educated about the 
environment and unique features of each animal.  The concepts of adaptation and the unlearning of wild animal 
stereotypes and fears are also covered by Bill/Brian. 
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Rainforest Animal Show with Dean Davis 
Reinforce what your students already know about the rainforests with a live animal show that is fun and 
informative. 
 
Reptiles with Dean Davis 
Dean has been raising and breeding reptiles since he was a child.  In this show he brings a variety of reptiles and 
a selection of exotic snakes.  Your students will learn the true facts about reptiles in this exciting and 
informative show. 
 
Revolutionary War Soldier 
Bring the revolutionary war period to life.  Have the students talk to a fully outfitted revolutionary soldier to 
find out what life was like in the continental army.  If we are lucky, we might even get him to fire his flintlock 
rifle.  
 
Primitive Culture with Joe Taras 
Joe has a wealth of knowledge of primitive and modern technology.  He will spend time discussing and 
demonstrating tools from ancient cultures to our own modern society.  Students will trace our technical history 
and find out where we came from and how we got here.  They will have the opportunity to handle tools and 
experience a part of our country’s history. 
 
Folk Music with Rich Bala 
Rich’s inspiring voice is accompanied by his guitar.  Like the troubadours of old, Rich performs authentic, 
traditional folk music that weaves a tale of living history about our nation’s people and heritage. 
 
Folk Music with Dan Einbender 
Dan’s songs are a mixture of fun and seriousness, concern and teasing.  His songs deal with issues of pollution, 
clean water/air and responsible citizenship. 
 
Storytelling with Jonathan Kruk 
Jonathan entertains, enchants and educates through lively, participatory storytelling.  Freely adapting classic 
fairy tales and mixing them with original stories, his performances feature singing wolves, rainbow dragons and 
witches who tie their noses in know to stop them from running.  Do not miss the magical storytelling staff!! 
 
Native American Storytelling 
Hear the myths and legends that kept generations of Indian children mesmerized through long winter nights. 
 
Square Dancing with David Akin 
David livens up a crowd with his music and calling.  This is a wonderful opportunity to teach some new steps to 
your students, the square dance involves much more than just dancing.  Coordination, good listening skills, 
teamwork and more will be covered as we have lots of fun. 
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GUIDELINES FOR PLANNING 

 
The following is the procedure for arranging an environmental education program at Camp Wilbur Herrlich: 
 
1.  Contact the director as soon as possible to discuss program possibilities and reserve a date. 
     Contact information is: 

Camp Wilbur Herrlich 
101 Deacon Smith Hill Road 
Patterson, New York 12563 

Phone:  (845) 878-6662 
Fax:  (845) 878-2030 

Email:  campherrlich@suscom.net
Web Page:  http://www.campherrlich.org

 
2.  Consider the following costs: 

• Room, board and instruction (standard fee for students-see rate sheet in this package).We ask 
that you bring one adult for every ten children.  There will be no charge for the adults in your 
group. 

• Transportation (Camp Herrlich does not supply or arrange this.) 
• Insurance (Camp Herrlich provides liability insurance.  You must supply any additional 

insurance that you want.) 
• Evening guest speakers (Camp Herrlich will hire speakers at your request.) 
• Fees for boating, special events, additional course or personnel (including a nurse or lifeguard.) 
• Camp Herrlich t-shirts and sweatshirts are available at the cost of $8.00 and $12.00 respectively.  

These prices are subject to change.  We will need a count of sizes at least two weeks prior to 
program date if you would like us to fill and order. 

 
3.  The director will assist you in preparing a contact with all costs included.  Please sign and return the 

contract to the camp. 
 
4.  Plan a meeting with a camp representative at the camp, at your school or have a phone conference to 

develop the program to fit your needs and to make program choices.  Complete the Program Planning 
Sheet.  The director requires a copy of this and will then send a complete schedule of all program 
activities and time of your trip to you. 

 
5. Set up a date for a camp representative to meet with your students and parents about the program.  

Generally, our camp representatives will meet with students during the day and parents in the evening. 
 
6. Send out permission slips and medical forms to be signed, filled out and returned to your school. 
 
7. Be sure to review all information in this booklet and share the information with your students through 

your pre-trip activities. 
 
8.  Make student assignments in the following categories: (Blank assignment sheets are included at the 

end of this manual) 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:campherrlich@suscom.net
http://www.campherrlich.org/
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Guidelines continued: 
 
A.  Learning Groups 
 
 
These are the groups students will be in for classes.  Please make these groups as even as possible.  Students 
should be assigned in groups of ten or fewer for activities.  This is an ideal size group to work with.  The ratio 
of one to ten affords considerable individual attention from the instructor as well as being a good team size for 
the activities.  You may use the “Learning Group” assignment sheet that follows in this manual. 
 
 
B.  Dining Hall Groups (Optional) 
 
 
You have the option of assigning students to the dining room tables.  Our tables seat eight people.  We ask that 
there be at least one adult per table.  One student at each table will be assigned the task of being the waiter or 
waitress.  Their responsibilities will include setting the table, getting platters of food and drink and finally 
clearing and cleaning the table.  Duties should rotate so that a different person is the waiter for each meal. 
 
 
C.  Cabin Groups  (Only necessary if you are sleeping in the cabins.) 
 
 
There are sixteen cabins arranged in two villages.  Eight cabins are in the boys’ village and eight cabins are in 
the girls’ village.  The cabins are rustic, wooden structures with screened windows.  There is one wash house 
with hot showers/flush facilities in each village.  Each cabin sleeps nine students and one adult, in bunk beds.  
Students should be assigned to the rooms in groups of nine.  Please remember, it is important to have at least 
one adult in each cabin.  Camp Herrlich does not supply staff to supervise cabins during the night.  Please use 
the room assignment form to assist you in assigning cabins for students. 
 
 
There is no electricity in the cabins, other than 
the lights, so we advise you to have the 
students leave behind all electrical items and 
appliances.  Battery operated games, disc 
players and tape players are not allowed at 
camp.  Cameras are welcome, but please label 
them and take care of them.  Food is not 
allowed in the cabins.  Students may not 
have cell phones at camp. 
 
 
In the wintertime, lodging is provided in 
Schweiger Hall in two large dormitory style 
rooms(one boys and one girls).  Each room 
has its own bathroom with hot showers, etc.  
Schweiger Hall sleeps a maximum of 72 
people, 36 persons in each of the rooms. 
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Guidelines continued: 
 

SCHOOL CHECK LIST 
 
This sheet is designed to help you keep track of the details of planning a successful trip to Camp Herrlich.  
Extra space has been provided for you to make notes. 
 
Items to send to Camp Herrlich – Please send these forms in as soon as possible 
 
 _____  Contract has been signed and returned with payment 
 _____  Program Planning Sheet has been sent to Camp Herrlich 
 _____  Schedule a date for a Camp Representative to visit the school 
 
                 Open Issues: 
 
 
 
 
General Administration 
 Transportation to Camp Herrlich 
  Name of transportation company _____________________________________________ 
  Phone Number  __________________________ 
  Time of departure from school  ______________ 
  Time of departure from camp  _______________ 
 
 Special arrangements that your school requires: 
 
 
 
 
 Assign students to: 
  _____  Learning groups 
  _____  Dining groups – groups of eight (optional) 
  _____  Cabin groups (only necessary if you are staying in the cabins) 
 
Student forms and instructions 
 Permission slips and Health forms 
  _____  Sent to Parents 
  _____  Returned 
   Names of students who still need to return permission slips or health forms: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____  Students have equipment lists and understand that all belongings should be labeled 
_____  Reviewed general rules and programming with students and chaperones 
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CAMP HERRLICH GENERAL POLICIES 
 

Class Guidelines 
 
 

1. Children are expected to conduct themselves as they would in a classroom at school. 
2. We encourage parents, teachers and chaperones to join us on the activities.  This helps with 

discipline and child interest.  If the children see that their chaperones take an interest, they will also. 
3. Children are expected to stay with their group and not lag behind or run ahead. 
4. No living thing is to be disturbed or damaged.  Do not pick plants or move rocks. 

 
 
General Guidelines 
 
 

1. Courteous and respectful conduct is expected at all times. 
2. Students may not leave the upper camp area (Schweiger Hall, the large field and the basketball 

court) without an adult. 
3. Students may not go in the lake or streams, climb rocks or take walks by themselves. 
4. At no time will children be left alone or permitted to wander. 
5. Tampering with any emergency equipment is strictly prohibited. 
6. No alcoholic beverages, drugs or firearms are allowed on camp property. 
7. No radios, cassette recorders, electronic games or portable televisions are allowed. 
8. No smoking is allowed in any buildings.  Smoking is prohibited for students. 
9. All buildings will be left in the same condition upon arrival. 
10. No buildings may be defaced.  Groups will be held responsible for any damage to camp property or 

buildings. 
11. Any camp property that a child loses or damages will be charged to the child. 
12. Respect other people’s possessions. 

 
 
Dining Hall Guidelines 
 
 

1. Running is not allowed in any building and especially not in the dining hall. 
2. Our way of asking for silence is by raising a hand.  When any staff member or chaperone raises their 

hand, everyone is expected to raise their hand and be quiet. 
3. No one but the server is allowed up from the table during the meal, except for permission granted for 

the bathroom and salad bar. 
4. No food may be taken from the dining hall. 
5. No one will be allowed in the dining hall without proper shoes or proper attire. 

 
 
Housekeeping and Cabin Guidelines  
 
 
Our cabins and dorms are rustic but they are neat and clean.  We are proud of them.  During their stay, students 
are expected to treat their housing facilities as a home and to participate in cleaning responsibilities. 
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CABIN AND DORM CLEANING PROCEDURES 
 
Daily 
 
 

1. Students should make their own beds and pick up their area. 
2. Washhouse/bathroom counters and sink areas should be cleaned. 
3. Please pick up in and around sleeping areas and washhouse/bathroom. 
4. Please sweep the floor. 
 

 
Day of Departure 
 
 

1. Leave the facility as you found it – clean and ready for the next group. 
2. Check all dresser drawers. 
3. Empty wastebaskets. 
4. Clean top of dressers. 
5. Sweep floors. 
6. Check washhouses/bathrooms for belongings.  Clean counters and sinks. 
7. Be sure water in sinks and showers is completely turned off. 
8. Pick up all litter around areas. 
9. Cabins/main lodge/bathrooms should be checked by school/group staff before departure 

 
**Any maintenance problems should be reported to the environmental program director** 

 
 
Cabin and Dorm Guidelines  Following these general policies help to make for an easier and safer stay at 
Camp Herrlich.  Teachers/Chaperones may use their own discretion on the lights out policies, etc…. 
 

1. No child should be left in a cabin without adult supervision. 
2. No food or snacks are allowed in the cabins or dorm rooms. 
3. All children must observe lights out. 
4. Girls will stay out of the boy’s cabins/room and boys will stay out of the girl’s cabins/room. 
5. Do not enter or exit through the emergency door except in an emergency. 
6. Do not remove beds, mattresses or furniture from cabins or dorm rooms. 
7. Please take off shoes on the porch if they are muddy. 

 
 
Emergency Procedure 
 
 
In case of an emergency, notify the environmental program director or the resident manager or any responsible 
staff member before any action is taken.  Please give all the details of the emergency and be specific.  If 
necessary, phones are located outside the main dining hall. 
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SUGGESTED LETTERS 
 

 
The following is a suggested letter to parents from the school/leader.  The letter should be sent home one month 
prior to the program or according to school/group policies regarding trips. 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
This year’s resident outdoor education program for the _______________  grade(s)/group(s) is planned for the  
 
Camp Wilbur Herrlich Environmental Education facility in Patterson, Putnam County, New York.  This  
 
program is scheduled for the following days, ____________________________________________________. 
 
The participating teachers/leaders are: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Camp Wilbur Herrlich is located in the heart of Putnam County and is operated by Mt. Tremper Outdoor 
Ministries, Inc., a nonsectarian, nonprofit organization.  It is recognized as a certified environmental education 
center by the New York State Board of Cooperative Education Services (B.O.C.E.S.).  Accommodations are in 
cabins (seasonally) or in a heated main lodge.  The cabins can accommodate up to 100 children in small (8-10) 
groups and are serviced by a main washhouse with hot/cold running water and flush facilities.  The main lodge 
sleeps a maximum of 80 children in dormitory bunk style sleeping, one side for girls, one side for boys.  Each 
side has a bathroom with full facilities.  All meals are served family-style by the camp’s professionals in a 
dining hall with a commercial kitchen. 
 
While at Camp Herrlich, children will be involved in a total environmental education outdoor experience that 
emphasizes natural history, ecology, sensitivity to the environment and personal growth. 
 
If applicable:  A special meeting about the Environmental Education Program is planned for 
________________________ at ____________________.  Please plan to attend. 
 

 
Suggested Format Permission Slips 

 
I grant permission for my child, ________________________________________, to attend the Environmental 
Education Program at Camp Wilbur Herrlich and to participate in all activities from _____________________ 
through __________________________.  My check for the amount of ________________ is enclosed.  
Permission is granted to Camp Wilbur Herrlich to take and use photographs in which my child may appear for 
educational or publicity purposes. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (Please print)  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
This permission slip should be returned by __________________________________________ 
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Suggested Letter to Parents Regarding Medical Information 
 
 
 

Dear Parents: 
 
Please complete the enclosed medical information regarding your child.  You may use either the Camp medical 
form, or your child’s school medical form.  If your child will require any medication while away from home, 
please send it with him/her.  The medication will be collected by the supervising teacher before the students 
leave and will turned over to the nurse at Camp Herrlich. 
 
All medication should be in its original container and properly labeled with your child’s name, the name of the 
medication, amount and times to be given, and the prescribing physician’s name. 
 
Camp Wilbur Herrlich employs a nurse, if requested by the school.  The policy of Camp Herrlich is to call the 
parent (or designee) before taking a child to the doctor or hospital.  Camp Herrlich uses Putnam County 
Community Hospital, which is ten miles from the camp.  Your signature on the medical form will permit 
medical care in the event that you cannot be reached in an emergency.  Please complete and return this medical 
information no later than ____________________. 
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Environmental Education Experience at Camp Wilbur Herrlich 
Information Sheet for Parents 

 
1.  Camp Mailing Address 
 
 Camp Wilbur Herrlich 
 101 Deacon Smith H ill Road 
 Patterson, New York 12563 
 
2.  Location 
 

Camp Wilbur Herrlich Environmental Education Center is a 156 acre site located in Patterson, New 
York in Putnam County (see directions for exact location) 
 

3.  Contact Information 
 
 Office:  (845) 878-6662 Pay Phones (at program building):  (845) 878-6661, (845) 878-6664 
 Fax:  (845) 878-2030 Email:  campherrlich@suscom.net   Web Page:  www.campherrlich.org
 
4.  Departure: 
 
 The class/group will leave from ____________________ at __________ A.M. on _________________.  

Pupils should be at the departure spot at __________ A.M. with their packed belongings for the trip.  
Buses will leave promptly at __________ A.M. 

 
For schools – if applicable:  Parents are responsible for bringing their child to school on the departure day and 
for transporting them from school, to home, on the final day of the environmental education program. 
 
5.  Return: 
 
 The buses expect to return to ____________________ at __________ on ____________________. 
 
6.  General Information 
 

a) Please do not telephone unless it is an emergency.  The group is seldom near a telephone 
during the day. 

b) Generally, children are not allowed to call home.  It is permissible under special 
circumstances though.  Please notify your child’s teacher if circumstances warrant your child 
calling home. 

c) Children will not be allowed to keep candy, food or gum in their possession. 
d) Homesickness can be avoided if you are enthusiastic about the program.  Tell your child that 

he/she will enjoy it and assuage any fears they may have. 
e) Please try to pack so that your child has only one suitcase.  No hanging clothes, please. 
f) Poor behavior is not allowed at Camp Herrlich.  If a student is disruptive either during class 

or after lights out at night, he/she will be referred to their teacher for discipline.  Any student 
receiving two referrals will be brought to the attention of the Director of the camp.  Should a 
problem occur a third time, the camp Director will call the school principal who will call the 
parents who must make arrangements to pick up their son or daughter. 

 
 

mailto:campherrlich@suscom.net
http://www.campherrlich.org/
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STUDENT CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 

 
Warm, comfortable, practical, old clothes are best suited for a camp trip.  Shoes should be sturdy and well 
broken in.  Loafers, sandals, etc… are impractical and their use causes unnecessary blisters, sprains and cuts.  
New sneakers/boots will get dirty, so these are impractical unless you and your child understand that the new 
sneakers/boots are meant for outdoor exploration and will get dirty. 
 
Laundry facilities are not available so sufficient clothing for the total number of days should be brought along.  
All jewelry, expensive belongings and good clothing should be left at home.  It is wise to put name tags on all 
belongings, as Camp Herrlich cannot assume responsibility for lost articles.  It is suggested that students include 
a small laundry bag or extra pillow case for dirty clothes. 
 
Below are our suggestions for clothing and equipment for a three day trip.  If your trip will be longer or shorter, 
please adjust the quantities accordingly.  The list is also a generalized one that is used year round.  In winter, 
clothing items should include heavier jackets, socks, etc…. 
 
Camp Herrlich’s outdoor program runs rain or shine.  Rain gear is essential. 
 
Items left at Camp Herrlich are gathered and put on the bus before it leaves Camp Herrlich. 
 

 
WHAT TO BRING TO CAMP 

 
 

  Sleeping Bag or Bedding    1 pair laced shoes/boots 
  Pillow       1 pair of waterproof boots 
  Poncho or Raincoat     2-3 t-shirts 
  5 pairs of socks     1 sweater, 1 sweatshirt 
  2 bath towels      1 warm jacket 
  1 wash cloth      Hat, mittens, gloves, scarf (winter wear) 
  Soap (in a soap dish/zip lock baggies)  Laundry bag 
  Comb or hairbrush     2 pencils and notebook 
  Toothbrush and toothpaste    Insect repellent (lotion only) 
  Pajamas      Flashlight 
  Underwear (3 changes)    Favorite stuffed animal 
  2 or 3 pairs of slacks/jeans    Kleenex tissues 
  3 long sleeved shirts     Optional:  Fishing gear, camera 
 
 
 

 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO CAMP 

 
 

Hair dryers…….……Expensive jewelry………….Sandals….………Radios or Walkman…..……..Cell Phones 
Hand Held Computer Games……….…….Junk Food…………………Pocket Knives…………………..Money 
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LEARNING GROUPS – make extra copies if needed 
 

 
Students:       Students: 
1.  ___________________________________  1.  ___________________________________ 
2.  ___________________________________  2.  ___________________________________ 
3.  ___________________________________  3.  ___________________________________ 
4.  ___________________________________  4.  ___________________________________ 
5.  ___________________________________  5.  ___________________________________ 
6.  ___________________________________  6.  ___________________________________ 
7.  ___________________________________  7.  ___________________________________ 
8.  ___________________________________  8.  ___________________________________ 
9.  ___________________________________  9.  ___________________________________ 
10. __________________________________  10. __________________________________ 
11. __________________________________  11. __________________________________ 
12. __________________________________  12. __________________________________ 
Chaperone/Teacher _____________________  Chaperone/Teacher _____________________ 
 
 
Students:       Students: 
1.  ___________________________________  1.  ___________________________________ 
2.  ___________________________________  2.  ___________________________________ 
3.  ___________________________________  3.  ___________________________________ 
4.  ___________________________________  4.  ___________________________________ 
5.  ___________________________________  5.  ___________________________________ 
6.  ___________________________________  6.  ___________________________________ 
7.  ___________________________________  7.  ___________________________________ 
8.  ___________________________________  8.  ___________________________________ 
9.  ___________________________________  9.  ___________________________________ 
10. __________________________________  10. __________________________________ 
11. __________________________________  11. __________________________________ 
12. __________________________________  12. __________________________________ 
Chaperone/Teacher _____________________  Chaperone/Teacher _____________________ 
 
 
Students:       Students: 
1.  ___________________________________  1.  ___________________________________ 
2.  ___________________________________  2.  ___________________________________ 
3.  ___________________________________  3.  ___________________________________ 
4.  ___________________________________  4.  ___________________________________ 
5.  ___________________________________  5.  ___________________________________ 
6.  ___________________________________  6.  ___________________________________ 
7.  ___________________________________  7.  ___________________________________ 
8.  ___________________________________  8.  ___________________________________ 
9.  ___________________________________  9.  ___________________________________ 
10. __________________________________  10. __________________________________ 
11. __________________________________  11. __________________________________ 
12. __________________________________  12. __________________________________ 
Chaperone/Teacher _____________________  Chaperone/Teacher _____________________ 
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DINING GROUPS (optional) – make extra copies if needed 

 
Table # __________      Table # __________ 
 
Students:       Students: 
1.  ___________________________________  1.  ___________________________________ 
 
2.  ___________________________________  2.  ___________________________________ 
 
3.  ___________________________________  3.  ___________________________________ 
 
4.  ___________________________________  4.  ___________________________________ 
 
5.  ___________________________________  5.  ___________________________________ 
 
6.  ___________________________________  6.  ___________________________________ 
 
7.  ___________________________________  7.  ___________________________________ 
 
8.  Adult_______________________________  8.  Adult_______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Table # __________      Table # __________ 
 
Students:       Students: 
1.  ___________________________________  1.  ___________________________________ 
 
2.  ___________________________________  2.  ___________________________________ 
 
3.  ___________________________________  3.  ___________________________________ 
 
4.  ___________________________________  4.  ___________________________________ 
 
5.  ___________________________________  5.  ___________________________________ 
 
6.  ___________________________________  6.  ___________________________________ 
 
7.  ___________________________________  7.  ___________________________________ 
 
8.  Adult_______________________________  8.  Adult_______________________________ 
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CABIN GROUPS – make extra copies if needed 

(if applicable…only from June) 
Cabin # __________      Cabin # __________ 
 
Students:       Students: 
1.  ___________________________________  1.  ___________________________________ 
 
2.  ___________________________________  2.  ___________________________________ 
 
3.  ___________________________________  3.  ___________________________________ 
 
4.  ___________________________________  4.  ___________________________________ 
 
5.  ___________________________________  5.  ___________________________________ 
 
6.  ___________________________________  6.  ___________________________________ 
 
7.  ___________________________________  7.  ___________________________________ 
 
8.  ___________________________________  8.  ___________________________________ 
 
9.  ___________________________________  9.  ___________________________________ 
 
Adult:        Adult: 
 
10. ___________________________________  10. ___________________________________ 
 
Cabin # __________      Cabin # __________ 
 
Students:       Students: 
1.  ___________________________________  1.  ___________________________________ 
 
2.  ___________________________________  2.  ___________________________________ 
 
3.  ___________________________________  3.  ___________________________________ 
 
4.  ___________________________________  4.  ___________________________________ 
 
5.  ___________________________________  5.  ___________________________________ 
 
6.  ___________________________________  6.  ___________________________________ 
 
7.  ___________________________________  7.  ___________________________________ 
 
8.  ___________________________________  8.  ___________________________________ 
 
9.  ___________________________________  9.  ___________________________________ 
 
Adult:        Adult: 
 
10. ___________________________________  10. ___________________________________ 
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DIRECTIONS TO CAMP WILBUR HERRLICH 

(Please check website www.campherrlich.org for specific mapping directions or call the Camp office 
 (845) 878-6662 with any questions). 

 
From New York City (estimated mileage from Manhattan = 60 miles) 
 
Take I-95 North to Exit 21 (Route 287/White Plains) 
Take Route 287 West to Route 684 North 
Take Route 684 North to Exit 9W (Route 84 West/Newburgh) 
Take Route 84 West to Exit 18 (Lake Carmel/Patterson) 
Make a right hand turn at the bottom of the exit ramp onto Route 311 North 
Make your first right hand turn onto Fair Street 
Make an immediate left hand turn onto Deacon Smith Hill Road 
The camp entrance is at the first stop sign on the right 
 
From Long Island 
 
Go over either the Throgs Neck or Whitestone Bridge 
Follow the directions listed above for New York City 
 
From Newburgh, NY and other locations West 
 
Take Route 84 East to Exit 18 (Lake Carmel/Patterson) 
Make a left hand turn at the bottom of the exit ramp onto Route 311 North 
Make your first right hand turn onto Fair Street 
Make an immediate left hand turn onto Deacon Smith Hill Road 
The camp entrance is at the first stop sign on the right 
 
From Connecticut and other locations East 
 
Take Route 84 West to Exit 18 (Lake Carmel/Patterson) 
Make a right hand turn at the bottom of the exit ramp onto Route 311 North 
Make your first right hand turn onto Fair Street 
Make an immediate left hand turn onto Deacon Smith Hill Road 
The camp entrance is at the first stop sign on the right 
 
 

 
 

Parking 
 

All visitors should proceed up the main driveway and park by the main lodge (Schweiger Hall) located at the 
top of the driveway.  No vehicles are allowed in the cabin villages.  No unauthorized vehicles are allowed on 
any camp roads other than the main driveway. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.campherrlich.org/
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